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to relax, and then the operator makes a few "passes'"
over the face without touching it. The eyelids then
close; or the operator may gently close them with the
tips of the fingers, at the same time very gently strok-
ing the cheeks. Often a vibratory motion of the
eyelids may be observed when they are closed, or
there may be slight spasm of the eyelids. The eyes
may afterwards become widely opened. The patient
is now in a steep-like condition, and the limbs often
remain in almost any position in which the operator
may place them, as in a cataleptic condition. At the
same time the patient may now be caused to make
movements in obedience to the commands of the
operator, and to act according to ideas suggested to
him, Thus, he may eat a raw onion with gusto,
apparently under the impression that it is an apple;
he may make sad faces on drinking a glass ol water
whsn told that what he is taking is castor oil, he may
ride on a chair or stool as in a horse race; he may
fight with imaginary enemies, or shovr tokens of affec-
tion to imaginary friends; in short, all kinds of
actions, even of a ridiculous and a 'degrading nature,
may be done by the patient at the command of the
operator. Another class of phenomena consists in the
production of stiffness or rigidity of certain muscles
or groups of muscles, or even of the whole bod". For
example, on stroking the forearm it may become rigid
in the prone or supine condition; the knee may be
strongly bent, with the muscles in a state of spasm;
the muscles of the trunk may beecorne so rigid as to
allow the body to rest like a dog, head and heels on
two chairs,, so stiff and rigid as to bear the weight of
the operator sitting upon it; or various cataleptic
conditions may be induced and as readily removed by
a few passes of the hand. Many disorders of sensa-
tion have been observed, such as defective colour
perception, the hearing of social sounds which have
no objective existence, or deafness to certain tones, or
perverted sensations, such as tingling, prickling,
rubbing, &c, referred to the skin. The patient may
remain in this condition for an hour or more, and